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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $25 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  E-mail body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2019 Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Vice President    Kent Tabako   763-755-7535    
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Bill Gay   651-645-9260 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 
     Mike Wyman    651-644-5684  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
     Steve Seidel   763-434-7848 
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Happy Birthday  GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting   

March President's Message  

March 1   Judy Parmalee 

March 5   Leo Anderson 

March 9   Glen Kelly 

March 11  Sandy Neilsen 

March 13  Gary Neilsen  

March 14                     David Vickers 

March 15  Dave Dahlen 

March 22   Beth Titus 

March 25   Joanne Oman 

March 27   Don Pautz 

 As president, I receive calls every now and then from people that have a car for sale or looking for parts. The 
end of December, I received a different kind of call. The fellow had a friend that was looking to rent a 1930's or 
1940's car or someone with a car to drive his wife and himself to Nucky's Speakeasy in Anoka to a party to celebrate 
his wife's 60th birthday and pick them up later in the evening. Every one would be in 1920's attire and would like the 
driver to be also. I told him it would be hard to find someone, as most cars are put away for the winter. He said he 
was willing to pay a handsome fee and was willing to pick up the car and trailer it if needed. I told him I would think 
about it and get back to him. After a few days, I called him back and said I would do it with but with two conditions: 
not if it snowed the day before or the day of the party and it was below O degrees. I cleaned the car, checked it out 
and loaded the '37 in the trailer and went on vacation for week. When we got back it had been well below zero for a 
few days so tried to start the '37 but the start drive bendix would not engage so I put a propane heater in the trailer to 
warm up the car. Later the car started right up.  The day of the party, I tried it again and the car would not start.  I 
heated up the trailer again and headed off to the party.  When I arrived, the car wouldn't start.  I had a little propane 
torch with, heated up the bellhousing around starter and it started right up. I picked the couple up and drove the three 
miles to the Speakeasy without any problems.  The streets were dry so no salt issue.    

 I enjoyed the good meal, driving my car and the pleasure to make their special occasion a little more special.  
This was the first time I have driven the '37 in the winter.  I plan on cleaning the bendix so I don't have that issue 
again--if I ever drive it in the winter again! 

 Now on to some TCRG business-the Board is in the process of planning the All Ford Car show and picnic 
and other summer events.  This will be the club's 50th anniversary year, so we are looking at doing something special 
to celebrate.   

Mike Erickson 
March 2 meeting will be held at Davanti's at 3673 Lexington Ave North in Arden Hills @ 7:00 pm. 

In 1949, the Ford Motor Company almost joined the Motor City’s fastback movement, but the 
Dearborn carmaker eventually chose another course.        Story Follows  Page 5 

The Cover Photo 

Louisiana Café 
Selby & Dale St. Paul 

9: AM 

Davanti's at 3673 Lexington Ave 
North in Arden Hills @ 7:00 pm.   
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Detroit’s streamline era was a brief but memorable period in auto styling—roughly 1940 through 1952, give 
or take—that inspired a number of dramatic rooflines. While General Motors was the leading proponent of 
the look (see our feature on the GM streamliners here) but the other carmakers joined in, too. Nash, Hudson, 
and Plymouth all offered slope-roofed body styles, to name but a few. 

The Ford Motor Company also flirted with the look, as shown in the lead photo above. When the Ford pas-
senger car line was totally reengineered and restyled for ’49, serious consideration was given to a fastback 
two-door body style. The ’49 Ford styling story is a complicated one from a number of angles, and this adds 
one more interesting complication. As we know now, the model never went into production, but it’s fun to 
imagine it on the showroom floor. 

A long with the ’49 Ford, the Mercury was also all-new for ’49, inside and out, and it was also slated at one 
point to receive a streamliner body style. While the Ford was essentially a two-door club sedan, the Mercury 
version was an elegant four-door with front-opening rear doors and large quarter windows, as demonstrated 
in the scale model above. 

Sidebar: Pictured with the never-was ’49 Merc is Benson Ford, the least-well known of the three grandsons 
of Henry Ford. Henry Ford II was his older brother, while William Clay Ford Sr. was the youngest. Ben, as 
he was known to his friends, served the family car company in a number of roles, but took an early retire-
ment due to health problems and died in 1978 at age 59. 

Unlike Ford or Mercury, the Lincoln division actually produced a streamliner body style in 1949, but only for 
one year and only in one model: the ’49 Cosmopolitan Town Sedan.   Identical in price and equipment to the 
conventionally styled four-door Sport Sedan, the Town Sedan sold in far smaller numbers and disappeared 
from the model catalog in 1950. The streamliner era in Detroit was quickly fading by then, and the hot-
selling body styles of the ’50s would include station wagons and pillar less hardtops. 
Article submitted by Francis Kalvota  
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The following article comes from the  Queensland Australian  Regional Group #157 
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I took this picture in the ‘60’s of this 
flathead powered airplane in Iowa at 
an airshow. Ed. 
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Paul Oman Reveals His Friend  

John and his wife Shirley, wintered in Largo, Florida and spent the summers in Michigan. John said he 
was happy to talk about his experiences at Ford Motor Company with some one who had an interest in 
them. He started working at Ford in July, 1937 and retired in 1977. In 1937 they were preparing the 1940 
models. 

During the war, that department, mostly shut down. John worked some on an amphibious jeep project. 
Then joined the Navy, as others did from that department. After his time of service in the Navy, he re-
turned to the Ford Motor Company. 

John and his wife, became friends of ours. John and I went to car shows in Florida. He would point out 
areas on cars he had responsibility for. His commentary was interesting and should have been recorded. It 
was surreal to have the man sitting next to you as you are driving in your red 50 Ford convertible, and 
have him describing how he came up with the futuristic car/airplane emblems in the door garnish frame. 
First for 1949 and then updating for 1950. 

Weather permitting , Edsel would commute in his custom built speed boats, from his home in Grosse 
Pointe , on Lake St. Claire, and down the Detroit River to the Rouge plant. The boats occasionally would 
develop a leak in the extreme pointed bows. Because, John was so thin and limber, Edsel would drive 
him to the Grosse Pointe boat house and he would crawl up and fix the leaks. 

When I asked John which year, he was the most proud of, after much thought he replied " Probably the 
1941. " That surprised me. As I thought it might have been the 1940, one of my favorites. Then he said  
" In the 1940's, Chrysler, General Motors, and others, were still starting with a cube and attaching four 
fenders to it. If you measure the distance between the outside of the rear fenders of a 1940 Ford and the 
outside of the rear fenders on a 1941 Ford, it is the same. However, the inside space is much larger in the 
1941 Ford. The flow was much better, starting in 1941. Stand behind the 1941, the rear fenders meet the 
deck lid, the doors cover the running boards, you will see the flow of the total vehicle was improved." 

When Henry Ford saw the model, he asked for it to remain in the design department. He would often 
show it to visitors. When John came back from lunch one day, the Old Man as employees affectionately 
called him, although it was always Mr. Ford when addressing him, was sitting at a table that had hard dry 
clumps of clay on the surface, he was running the model back and forth, watching the suspension move 
up and down. 

I also got to hold that model, that Henry Ford played with and see how the banjo steering wheel turned 
the front wheels. 

Because when John and Shirley returned that Fall, they brought the car with them. It was truly remarka-
ble. 

To have built it from memory and so exact to scale with such detail, it was dead on. The doors, hood, and 
trunk opened, suspension was functional, banjo steering wheel, turned the wheels, lights worked, wheels 
and tires were correct, down to the double whites. He told me how he cut 2 pound coffee cans apart and 
flattened them, then cut them to sizes he needed, and worked them over tiny, scrap leather bags, he had 
stitched up, and filled with sand, working with small tools he had made. An outstanding accomplishment 
for a seventeen year old. No wonder Henry was proud of it. 

HIS NAME IS: JOHN R. HAY 
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John R. Hay 

Edsel on his way to work! 
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Thank-you note  

The Club made a donation for  $200.00  in Roger’s Wothe name. I do not know why my name was 
picked as the addressee as the funds came from the club Treasure. 

2022 Wisconsin Transportation National Driving Tour  

Greetings; 
The registration information for the 2022 Wisconsin Transportation National Driving Tour is now posted on 
the Early Ford V-8 Club web site, under Upcoming Events.  

https://www.earlyfordv8.org/Upcoming_Events.cfm  

Please share with your Regional Group members.  

Look forward to you joining us in Wisconsin.   (August 23-28) 

Bruce Nelson    
Tour coordinator 
 
Bruce and Mary have really worked on this tour.  One Hotel and Tours everyday! 
Ed. 
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        In attendance were 8 men for breakfast plus 6 board members, President Mike Erickson, Gordy  
Ditmanson, Gary Rosenberger, Joel Bergstrom, Bill Gillies, and Mike Wyman. Meeting called to order at 
10:12 am.                                                                                             
 A. Treasurer – Bill Gay- Bill was absent, but we are in the black and all bills are paid.                
 B. Secretary Report - Gary R. Prior minutes approved.                                  
 C. Membership - Gordy D. We have 62 paid members and 78 verbal commitments. TCRG  
 memberships run from Jan 1 to Jan 1. March will be the cut off for renewal membership so Gordy 
 can produce a roster.      
 D. Editor – Bill G. Bill could use a few good articles. Board members were asked to write the  
 Presidents letter taking turns each month.                                            
 E. Upcoming Events                  
  1. March membership meeting will have to be moved. The church is not available currently. 
 Joel and Mike E will look for an alternative meeting place. 
            2. Gentleman’s Breakfast March 17 will be at the Louisiana Café.                  
  3. All Ford Picnic—Steve Seidl has contacted Dunwoody and they have placed new re-
strictions  on the use of their parking lot. Since many key members will be going to the national meet in 
June an  option was proposed to move the AF Picnic to June 12. Another option is to have it on a Sat-
urday.  Our co-chairs the T Bird Club are interested in helping. They have access to the food truck and are 
 considering an alternative site for the show. We have time to procure the insurance to protect the club 
 at the show.               
  4. New Brighton Show—We may postpone for a year. Our leader for the show Bruce Nelson 
 will be gone at that time. The city would like to move the show area off the grass. The times they are 
 a changing.       
  5. Gordy made a proposal to have a party to celebrate the clubs 50th year and we could pass 
 out the anniversary pins. We could combine the Drive Your Ford Day with a meeting and possible 
 tour the Veit Museum. Plans in the works. 
 F. Old Business                             
 G. New Business                           
  1. Under consideration – Have club meetings during the day (possible on a Sunday). Meetings 
 every other month . A lunch meeting at a restaurant. The focus of the club has shifted because of 
 the age of the members. Changes need to be considered.                                                                                              
 H. Other                                            
 I. Membership Meeting – March 2, membership meeting locationTBD.                     
 J. Next Board Meeting – March 17, Louisiana Café.               
Meeting adjourned at 10:41 am.                                                            
Respectfully submitted by  
Gary Rosenberger.                

                  Board Meeting Minutes February 17, 2022,   Location: Louisiana Cafe  
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Support our Advertisers! 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 

 


